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the measures adopted on January 7 and Janu-
ary 8, 1986, to deal with that emergency,
must continue in effect beyond January 7,
1997. Therefore, in accordance with Section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the national
emergency with respect to Libya. This notice
shall be published in the Federal Register
and transmitted to the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 2, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:53 a.m., January 2, 1997]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on January 3.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the Libyan
Emergency
January 2, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the Libyan emergency is to continue in effect
beyond January 7, 1997, to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication. Similar notices have
been sent annually to the Congress and the
Federal Register since December 23, 1986.
The most recent notice appeared in the Fed-
eral Register on January 3, 1996.

The crisis between the United States and
Libya that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on January 7, 1986, has not been
resolved. The Government of Libya has con-
tinued its actions and policies in support of
terrorism, despite the calls by the United Na-
tions Security Council, in Resolutions 731
(1992), 748 (1992), and 883 (1993), that it
demonstrate by concrete actions its renunci-
ation of such terrorism. Such Libyan actions

and policies pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and vital foreign policy interests of the Unit-
ed States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain in force
the broad authorities necessary to apply eco-
nomic pressure to the Government of Libya
to reduce its ability to support international
terrorism.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Statement on Action on Title III of
the Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
January 3, 1997

Last July, I allowed title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act
(LIBERTAD Act) to come into force but sus-
pended for 6 months the right it grants to
American nationals to bring suit against for-
eign firms trafficking in confiscated prop-
erties in Cuba. I took this step so that we
could have time to develop a more common
approach with our allies and trading partners
to promote democracy, human rights, and
fundamental freedoms in Cuba. We and our
allies agree on the vital need for a transition
to democracy on the island, but differences
over how to achieve that aim have often over-
shadowed the goal itself. That is why I de-
cided to make maximum use of title III to
increase pressure on the Castro regime by
working with our allies—not against them—
to accelerate change in Cuba.

Over the past 6 months, our efforts have
yielded real progress. Thanks to the tireless
efforts of Under Secretary of Commerce Stu-
art Eizenstat, who serves as my Special Rep-
resentative for the Promotion of Democracy
in Cuba, the international community is
more united behind the cause of freedom
in Cuba than ever before in the 38-year his-
tory of Castro’s oppressive regime.

Today, in order to consolidate and build
on the momentum we have generated for
democratic change in Cuba, I have decided
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